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This Kids Count data book examines statewide trends in the 
well-being of Connecticut's children. The report first examines the extent of 
child poverty in Connecticut, as well as its causes and effects, and suggests 
some possible courses of action. Following demographic information, the bulk 
of the report provides a statistical portrait of Connecticut's children based 
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Connecticut’s Children: Increasingly Poor is the fifth in an annual series which documents the well-being of 
Connecticut’s children. We wish we had better news to report, but we don’t. This year, new data have come to 
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Despite falling unemployment and rising average weekly wages, many children in Connecticut are not faring well 
because families with young children are more likely to be unemployed and more likely to be employed at lower 
wages. To assure that economic good times reach all Connecticut children and their families, we need to look 
closely at where we fall short of meeting their basic needs and commit our state’s full energy and resources to 
solving these problems. 



Jc 



(D 

XJ 

Vh 

0 

c 

DC 

C 

*S 

JD 

1 

13 

2 

S 

u 



no 

cd 

(D 

<D 

}m 

•4-> 

s: 

>4-> 

C/3 

Vh 

O 

•4-> 

o 

'S 

C 



o 

CC C/3 



u 

(D 

a 

c/3 

a 

B 

o 

o 

x> 

13 

XJ 

(D 

x: 



c 

*3 

c 

o 

u 



a 

a 

o 

o 

c 



c 

(D 

0) Xh 

DC X3 

o ::: 

x: 

c/3 ej 
DC J" 

S o 



}m 

x> 

c 

o 

13 

u 

3 

o 

a 

c/3 



V3 

o 

•4-^ 

cd 

c/3 

(D 

ji: 



a 



0) 

> 

o 

a 

c 

o 

c/3 

o 

CJ 

2 

c/3 

j4-» 

XJ 

c 

o 

0) 

QQ 



(D 

> 

V3 

C 

(D 

s: 

(D 

Xh 

a 

E 

o 

u 

•4-) 

'3 

a 

o 



* JJ 


XJ 




D 


G 




c 




> 


cd 


CO 


cd 




4-4 


x: 


D 






CJ 


4-4 


Xh 


D 




G 


CO 


o 

CO 


4-4 

cd 




XJ 


2 


cd 


4-4 




o 


2 


D 

E 


CO 

Xh 




Xh 

a 


Xh 

G 




o 




XJ 


O 




o 




G 


Xh 


E 


c 




cd 


2 


XJ 




a 


D 

Xh 


3 

4-4 


D 

4-4 

CJ 

D 




a 

cd 

x: 


o 

E 

4-4 


cd 


Xh 




D 


G 


c 


O 






cd 


o 

4-4 


CJ 




C 

o 


* 


Xh 

2 

G 


o 

a 




u 

D 

XI 


$ 


D 


D 

Xh 




XJ 


4-4 




Cd 




G 


Xh 


3^ 




cd 


D 




D*' 






> 


3 


Xh 






o 


o 


Cd 




O 


cx 


G 


CJ 




o 




C 

cd 

XJ 


2 

3 




x: 

CJ 

CO 


G 

CO 

D 


D 

4-4 


u 




_C 




CJ 


D 




XJ 


D 


D 


cd 




D 


> 


— H 


G 




D 


Cm 


o 

CJ 


cr 

D 




CJ 

CJ 


E 


XJ 


XJ 




G 


D 


a 


cd 




CO 


G 


cd 


C 






O 


3 


x: 




x: 

4-4 


4-4 

G 


o 

o 

4-4 


4-4 




3 

D 


XJ 

DC 


CO 

Xh 


c 




x: 


G 


D 


D 




G 


’> 


XJ 

C 


u 

2 




Xh 

o 


> 


o 


3 

CJ 




XJ 

D 

Xh 

cd 


Xh 

G 

CO 

D 


3 

cd 


'o 




G 


Xh 

Cd 


D 


Xh 




D 


G 




D 


c 


Xh 


D 


D 


-O 


c 

D 

x: 

4-4 


2 


Xh 


4-4 

cd 

-M 

CO 


E 

o 


3 

CJ 


2 

3 


D 


c 


c 


4-4 


CJ 


x: 


D 


o 


G 


^co 


4-4 


x: 


4-4 


U 


4-4 


a 


4-4 

CO 


Xh 

o 


4-4 

CJ 


G 

.E 


a 

o 

4-4 

x: 


cd 

x: 

CJ 

o 

CO 


CXt 

D 

Xh 

4-4 

o 

c 


D 

G 

G 

O 

CJ 


‘XJ 

CJ 

D 

G 

G 

o 


CJ 

cd 

D 


DC 

C 


§ 

CJ 


G 

cd 


CJ 


Xh 


3 


D 


E 




o 


Xi 






CO 


M-H 

D 


i 


D 

Xh 


d" 

CO 


O 

s 


3 

2 

3 


2 


o 

M-H 

D 

Xh 

D 


Xh 

G 

O 

CJ 


CO 

4-4 

3 


> 


3 


X3 


»4-H 


X3 


cd 


CJ 


4-4 


o 


cd 



s o 



c 

o 



DC 

c 



E 

<D 
(D 
c/3 
(D 

^ v2 

CC3 



C 

(U 

•4-^ 

cd 



Xh 

XJ 

j3c: 

o 

o 

X) 

cd 

•4-> 

Cd 

XJ 

V3 

3 



CD 

a 

c/3 

o 

Xh 

a 

XJ 

a 

cd 

c/3 

C/3 

(D 

a 

a 

a 

cd 

x: 

o 

(D 



cd 

x: 



(D 

> 

'C 

ji: 



o: o 



Q 

E 

(D 

ji: 

•4-> 

•4-1 

c 

cd 

(D 



E 

o 

x: 

Xh 

o 

o 

o 

c 

cd 

E 

o 

o 

4-* 

d 

(D 

Xh 

2 

2 

CJ 

^C/3 

'‘cD 

•4-h) 

Cd 

4-t 

C/3 

Xh 

o 

o 



X 

ID 

■4^ 

Cd 

x: 

4-> 

C/3 

D 

CJ 

c 

iH c/3 

c/3 C/3 



E 

o 

u 



o 



D 

CJ 

D 

O 

c/3 

O 

4-> 

C/3 

Xh 

D 



I s 

> 

Xh 

o 

c/3 



Cd c: 
o cd 
cr X5 

D a; 

pmm 

X5 
cd 



cd 

E 

cd 

)h< 

XJ 

D 

x: 



c 

o 

o 

E 

Xh 

o 

c/3 

c 



Xh 

o 

a 

D 

Xh 

Cd 

4-> 

C/3 

o 



c 

cd 

u 

>> 

D 

x: 



XJ 

D 

DC 

cd 



>> XJ 



c/3 



"O •— 
Cd DC 



c/3 

Cd 

c 

O 

13 

U 

3 

o 

a 

c/3 

3 

4-> 

3 

j3c: 

E 

3 



o 

o 

4-> 

c 

cd 



cd 

x: 

o 

XJ 

o 

4-> 

V 

3 

o 

a 

D 

x: 

4-> 

XJ 

c 

cd 

c/3 

D 

4-> 

Cd 

CJ 

O 

> 

XJ 

cd 

d 

Xh 

D 

XJ 



XJ 

cd 

Xh 

2 

Xh 

o 

4-> 

c 

D 



C 

c 

D 

Xh 

2 

3 

u 



E 3 
3 

cd 

c 

D 
O 

4-1 

C 

o 



G 


cd 


O 


2 


XJ 




D 


.E 


3: 


3 


co" 


a 


D 

y 


D 

4-4 


> 


cd 


Xh 


> 


D 


*4-4 


C/5 


o 


G 


E 


cd 


M 


E 


XJ 


G 




X 


4-4 


Xh 


u 


2 


D 




Xh 


G 

O 


3 

d" 


cd 


2 


3 


3 


o 


DC 


CO 




CO 


O 


< 


4-4 


4-4 

G 

.E 


3 

o 

4-4 


‘XJ 

u 


cd 


D 


CO 


G 


cd 


G 


Xh 


o 


D 


CJ 


x: 

4-4 


D 


cd 


x: 


Xh 


4-4 


4-4 


4-4 


G 


< 


XJ 



c/3 

cd 

DC 

.E 

'C 

D 

D 

4-> 

c 

3 

> 

§ 

D 

E 

2 

3 

o 

u 

CC 

3 

H 

C 

D 

Xh 

2 

3 

u 

j/i 

4-J 

o 

D 

‘•O 

u 

D 

C 

c 

o 

CJ 

Xh 

2 

D 



U 

2 

3 

■4^ 

Cd 

x: 

4-> 

D 

Xh 

o 

c/3 

a 

D 



c/3 

Xh 

D 

Xh 

o 

u 

XJ 

c 

cd 

c/3 

D 

> 



2 

DC 

c 

3 

CO 

ed 

a 

Xh 

o 

d 

u 

cd 

a 

J3Ci 

Xh 

o 

D 

x: 



C/3 

X3 

C 

D 



Xh 

o 

o 

x: 



cd ^ 



3 

> 

u 

cd 

DC 

C 

E 

o 

D 

D 

X3 

c/3 

C 

cd 

D 

E 



XJ 

D 

D 

D 

CJ 

O 

c/3 

a 

E 

XJ 



ctl X! 



c/3 ^ 

’dc 3 



x: 

CJ 

Xh 

o 

o 

a 

- I 

(y C 

x: 

^ cd 



DC 

c 

2 

Xh 

o 

c/3 

c 

cd 

D 

E 



c/3 

E 



^ 2 



o 

4-t 

3 

o 

cr 

D 

x: 

4-> 

D 

> 

O 

Xh 

a 

E 



Xh 

D 

<4-4 

c 

D 
D 
D 

Xh „ 

Cd cd 

U Xh 

DC 
O 

Xh 

a 

<4-4 
Xh 

Cd 

<4-4 

c/5 

X3 
cd 
D 

X 

XJ 

c 

D 

<4-4 
<4-4 

cd 
O 



x: 

CJ D 



cd 

a 



x: 

D 

cd 

DC 

.E 

3 

D 

Xh 

D 

Xh 

o 



o 

o 



x: 

c/3 

D 

y 

o 

x: 

CJ 

DC 

C 

3 

c 

D 

a 

c/3 

XJ 

<4-4 

D 

cd 

E 

C/3 

D 

> 

4-4 

cd 



CC 

D 

C 

O 

4-T 

o 

y 

X 

CJ 

D 

a 

a 

o 

CJ 

Xh 

D 

DC 

C 

o 

Xh 

4-4 

C/3 

Cd 

DC 

E 

2 

3 

X5 

c 



C XJ 
D D 
c/3 > 

o 

cx > 

D G 

Xh <^ 



Xh 

D 
c/3 

c 

cd 

DC ^ 
C 2 



c 

D 

4-4 

Xh 

o 



CJ 

D 

XJ 

C 

D 

D 

X5 



O 
X5 

D*' 
U 
C 

o 

4-4 

cd 
c/3 

cd cd 

XJ 
C C 

.2 Si 

4-4 4-4 

2 c/3 

3 3 

- « 

D D 

Cfl 



x: 

H 



x: 

DC 

3 

Xh 

D 

> 

O 

D 

c/3 

Xh 

o 



D 

> 

D 

Xh 

4-4 

cd 

x: 



2 
3 

X5 

Xh 

D 

4-4 ^ 

<y o: 
DC 

o o 

c ^ 

2 ^ 

XJ ^ 



o 

y 

X 

CJ 

D 

C 

a 

o 

a 



c 

D 

Xh 

2 

3 

CJ 

Xh 

2 

c/3 

c 

o 



D 

Xh 

D 

x: 

H 

D 

Xh 

o 

E 

XJ 

c 

cd 

c/3 

Xh 

Cd 

D 



c 

D 



3 c 

XJ D 
C D 

O ctl _ 

CJ CO X5 



CO 


DC 




o 


Xh 


D 

U 

Xh 


G 

? 




XJ 

2 


o 

4-4 

CJ 


G 

O 

CO 

D 


O 

x: 

CO 


c 

D 

CX 

CO 


‘C 

3 

o 


D 

Xh 

5 


Xh 




O 

Xh 


a 


D 

> 


3 


O 


a 




*4-4 


4-4 




D 


cd 

Dh 


G 


G 

G 


2 


Xh 

G 


D 

D 


O 

E 


o 

4-4 


4-4 

2 




X 

[Jj 


c 

cd 


G 


CO 






4-4 


o 


4-4 






CO 

D 

4-4 

cd 


*4-4 

cd 

G 


DC 

c 

'C 






D 


D 


D 






Xh 

DC 


x: 

4-4 


CJ 

D 






D 


M-H 


CO 






x: 


o 


CO 






4-4 


4-4 








x: 


CO 


G 






4-4 


D 


D 






1 


Xh 


Xh 






D 


XJ 






0) 


x: 


TG 






4-4 

cd 

4-4 


4-4 

Xh 


x: 

CJ 






CO 


o 


DC 






D 




G 






x: 

4-4 


2 


a 







D 

C 

o 

XJ 

D 

x: 

D 

a 

cd 

x: 

4-4 

Xh 

D 

4-4 

4-4 

D 

X5 

O 

XJ 



E 

cd 

X 

D 

D 

x: 

4-4 

DC 

C 



D 

CO 

D 

X5 

2 

3 

0 

x: 

CO 

1 



2 


O 

4-4 


X.: 

D 


3 

x: 


CO 

D 


4-4 

4-4 

D 




CJ 

Xh 


XJ 


cd 


G 


o 


CO 


O 

CO 


XJ 


cd 


D 


C 


D 


Xh 


G 


4-4 


D 




cd 

4-4 


x: 


D 


CO 


CO 




D 

x: 

4-4 


cd 

x: 


Xh 




4-4 


4-4 


x: 


G 


G 


4-4 


y 


G 




’.G 


O 


CO 

G 

’dc 


CJ 


CJ 


D 

G 

G 


D 

G 

4-4 


D 


O 




X5 


CJ 


G 



D 

x: 

X5 

D 

Xh 

o 

4-4 

u 

O 

Xh 

4-4 

CO 

cd 

Xh 



c 

cd 

E 

o 

x: 



CO 

D 

> 

C 

x: 

u 

3 

D 

4-4 

cd 

-M 

CO 

cd 

4-4 

cd 

x: 

4-4 

CO 

Xh 

D 

x: 



00 

05 

f-H 

Xh 

D 

-O 

E 

D 

D 

D 

Q 



,S O 



0 



ERIC 






CO 






Connecticut's Children 
Increasingly Poor 



c<^ 





CO 






<D 






E 


CO 

0) 




*r~* 


CO 


CO 


u 


c 


>N 


it 


0) 

E 


CD 


o 


o 


Q. 


00 


-C 


O 


Z3 








0) 




“O 


lO 


o 


o 


£ 








“O 


"O 


■E 


O) 


CD 


■a 


1/) 


lO 


QJ 


0) 


0) 


u 






JO 








CO 


CO 


Q. 


0) 


O) 


QJ 








CO 


CO 


CO 


c 


c 


c 


0) 


o 


E 








2 


2 


2 


IE 


IE 


IE 


CJ 




CJ 


00 

ro 




ra 


tH 


vD 


On 



o 

o 



u 

i/) 



O 

ZJ 

o 

Q. 

O 

“O 



CO 

•4-J 

c 

Q) 

"D 

l/) 



O 

o 



u 

CO 



bz 



OJ 

o 

CM 

Q) 

00 

CO 

<v 

■a 

c 

Z3 

C 

<D 

T3 






ra 

o 




-0 

0 



ERIC 



increasing Child Poverty: 

What does It mean for Connecticut’s future? 
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Table 5. Monthly Income Under Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF) recipients off of 

Hourly Total TANF Food Stamps FICA Federal welfare and into work does not 

Wage Income Earnings Benefit Benefits Tax Tax EITC 

usually move them out of poverty. 

S5.18 SI, 600 S891 S464 $8 ($68) SO S305 As of September 1998, these 
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Prior to the twenty-one month benefit limit, come two years after their parents have left the welfare 
Connecticut’s welfare recipients are allowed to keep' rolls. That is when Medicaid coverage, daycare and 
all of their earnings until their income reaches the transportation assistance are cut off. Because many of 
poverty level. The formula, however, creates an these parents will not be in jobs which provide such 

“income cliff” when the family earns any more than benefits, the cost of being at work will increase 
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Other state and local government policies, such as 
requiring government contractors to pay their 
employees a living wage, can meet with great success 
in lifting some families out of poverty. New Haven has 
piloted such an approach, and it will be interesting to 
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Number of Children and Percent of Total Population — 1 970, 1 980, 1 990 
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Racial/Ethnic Background of Connecticut's Children — 1 990 
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Sources: U.S. Bureau of the Census, Census of Population and Housing, 1990. 



Children Living Below the Federal Poverty Level —1979, 1989 
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Family Setting of Connecticut's Children — 1990 
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Children Receiving Welfore Benefits 















Children Receiving Welfare Benefits — 1996-97 
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Children Receiving Free or Reduced-Price School Meals 
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Children Receiving Free or Reduced-Price School Meals — 1996-97 
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Source; State Department of Education, unpublished data. BEST COPY AVAILABLE 



Low Birthweight Rate 
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Low Birthweight Rate — 1986, 1991, 1996 
(per 1,000 births) 
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Infant Mortality 
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Late or No Prenatal Care 
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Births with Late or No Prenatal Care — 1991, 1996 
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Births to Teenage Mothers 
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Child Deaths 
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Child Death Rate — 1992-96 
(per 100,000 children ages 1-14) 
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Connecticut Mastery Test — Above Goal 
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Connecticut Academic Performance Test 
At or Above State Goal 
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At or Above State Goal on All Four Connecticut Academic PerformanceTests 
Tenth Grade Students — 1996-97 and 1997-98 Schooi Years 
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Sources: Table data fronrrthe Connecticut State Department of Education, Connecticut Academic Performance Test Results, 1996-97 and 1997-98. 




Connecticut Academic Performance Test 
Well Below Standard 
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Note. The State Department of Education tests tenth grade students In four areas: language arts, mathematics, science and an interdisciplinary task. The rates 
are calculated by dividing the number of students who scored well below standard on any one of the four tests by the total number of students. 









Well Below Standard on any One Connecticut Academic Performance Test 
Tenth Grade Students — 1996-97 and 1997-98 School Years 
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Sources: Table data from the Connecticut State Department of Education, Connecticut Academic Performance Test Results, 1996-97 and 1997-98. 



High School Dropouts 
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High School Dropout Rate — 1991-92 and 1996-97 School Years 
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Source: Table data from the Connecticut State Department of Education, Dropout Data Analysis on Public School Districts in Connecticut 1991-92, 1996-97. 



Juvenile Violent Crime Arrests 
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Juvenile Violent Crime Arrest Rate — 1991-93 and 1994-96 
(per 100,000 children ages 10-17) 
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Sources: Table data from the Connecticut Department of Public Safety, Crime in Connecticut, 1991 -1996 Annual Reports, and unpublished data. 
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Children Confirmed as Abused/Neglected 
SFY 1996-97 
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Sources: Table data from the Department of Children and Families for state fiscal year 1 996 - 97 . 



The vast majority of teen deaths are caused by injury rather than disease. For teens age 15-19, unintentional injuries caused one- 
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